
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE 2571 February 12, 1999 
and, while they may forgive, they will 
not forget. The pages of history will 
not be expunged—ever! 

Be assured that there will be no win-
ners on this vote. The vote cast by 
every Senator will be criticized harshly 
by various individuals and sundry in-
terest groups. Yet, it is well for the 
critics to remember that each Senator 
has not only taken a solemn oath to 
support and defend the Constitution, 
but also to do ‘‘impartial justice’’ to 
Mr. Clinton and to the nation, ‘‘So help 
me, God’’. The critics and the cynics 
have not taken that oath; only Sen-
ators have done so. Carrying out that 
oath has not been easy. That oath does 
not say anything about political party; 
politics should have nothing to do with 
it. 

The frenzy of pro-and-con opinions on 
every aspect of this case emanating 
from every conceivable source in the 
land has made coming to any sort of 
‘‘impartial’’ conclusion akin to per-
forming brain surgery in a noisy, 
rowdy football stadium. It will be easy 
for the cynics and the critics who do 
not have to vote, to stand on the side-
lines and berate us. But only those of 
us who have to cast the votes will bear 
the judgment of history. 

Mr. Chief Justice, none of us knows 
whether the attitudes of the American 
people will take a different turn after 
this trial is over and this drab chapter 
is closed. ‘‘Fame is a vapor; popularity 
an accident; riches take wings; those 
who cheer today may curse tomorrow; 
only one thing endures—character!’’ It 
is the character of the Senate that will 
count. And while the politics of de-
struction may be satisfying to some, 
the rubble of political ruin provides a 
dangerous and unstable foundation for 
the nation. 

And yet we must move ahead. The 
nation is faced with potential dangers 
abroad. No one can foresee what will 
happen in Russia or in North Korea or 
in Kosovo or in Iraq. To remove Mr. 
Clinton at this time could create an 
unstable condition for our nation in 
the face of unforeseen and potentially 
dangerous happenings overseas. 

Preceding Senators have sounded the 
clarion note of separation of powers! I 
have sounded that same trumpet many 
times when the line item veto was be-
fore the Senate, but to no avail. Some 
of the voices that have rung through-
out this chamber in these delibera-
tions, were curiously still on that occa-
sion. The Supreme Court of the United 
States saved the Constitution and 
struck that law down. But the Supreme 
Court has no voice in the decision that 
confronts the Senate at this hour. It is 
for the Senate alone to make. When 
these Senate doors are flung open, we 
must hope that the vote that follows 
will strengthen, not weaken, our na-
tion. 

Let there be no preening and pos-
turing and gloating on the White House 

lawn this time when the voting is over 
and done. The House of Representa-
tives has already inflicted upon the 
President the greatest censure, the 
greatest condemnation, that the House 
can inflict upon any President. And it 
is called impeachment! That was an in-
delible judgment which can never be 
withdrawn. It will run throughout the 
pages of history and its deep stain can 
never be eradicated from the eyes and 
memories of man. God can forgive us 
all, but history may not. 

Within a few hours, the mechanics of 
this matter will finally be concluded. 
But it will not yet be over. For the na-
tion must still digest the unpleasant 
residue of these events. Mr. Chief Jus-
tice, hatred is an ugly thing. It can 
seize the psyche and twist sound rea-
soning. I have seen it unleashed in all 
its mindless fury too many times in my 
own life. In a charged political atmos-
phere, it can destroy all in its path 
with the blind fury of a whirlwind. I 
hear its ominous rumble and see its de-
structive funnel on the horizon in our 
land today. I fear for our nation if its 
turbulent winds are not calmed and its 
storm clouds somehow dispersed. In the 
days to come, we must do all that we 
can to stop the feeding of its vengeful 
fires. Let us heap no more coals to fan 
the flames. Public passion has been 
aroused to a fever pitch, and we as 
leaders must come together to heal the 
open wounds, bind up the damaged 
trust, and, by our example, again unite 
our people. We would all be wise to cool 
the rhetoric. 

For the common good, we must now 
put aside the bitterness that has in-
fected our nation, and take up a new 
mantle. We have to work with this 
President and with each other, and 
with the members of the House of Rep-
resentatives in dealing with the many 
pressing issues which face the nation. 
We must, each of us, resolve through 
our efforts to rebuild the lost con-
fidence in our government institutions. 
We can begin by putting behind us the 
distrust and bitterness caused by this 
sorry episode, and search for common 
ground instead of shoring up the divi-
sions that have eroded decency and 
good will and dimmed our collective vi-
sion. We must seek out our better na-
tures and aspire to higher things. I 
hope that with the end of these pro-
ceedings, we can, together, crush the 
seeds of ugliness and enmity which 
have taken root in the sacred soil of 
our republic, and, instead, sow new re-
spect for honestly differing views, bi-
partisanship, and simple kindness to-
wards each other. We have much im-
portant work to do. And, in truth, it is 
long past time for us to move on. 

f 

RECESS SUBJECT TO CALL OF THE 
CHAIR 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I move the 
Senate recess subject to the call of the 
Chair. 

The motion was agreed to, and at 1:08 
p.m., the Senate took a recess subject 
to the call of the Chair. 

The Senate reassembled at 2:43 p.m., 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. INHOFE). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The act-
ing majority leader is recognized. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would 
like to go through a number of closing 
activities here. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO 
HOUSES 
Mr. THOMAS. First, I ask unanimous 

consent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of House Concurrent Res-
olution 27, the adjournment resolution, 
which was received from the House. I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the resolution be agreed to, and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (H. Con. Res. 27) was 
agreed to, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 27 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Friday, Feb-
ruary 12, 1999, it stand adjourned until 12:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 1999, or until 
noon on the second day after Members are 
notified to reassemble pursuant to section 2 
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first; and that when the Senate recesses 
or adjourns at the close of business on Thurs-
day, February 11, 1999, Friday, February 12, 
1999, Saturday, February 13, 1999, or Sunday, 
February 14, 1999, pursuant to a motion made 
by the Majority Leader, or his designee, pur-
suant to this concurrent resolution, it stand 
recessed or adjourned until noon on Monday, 
February 22, 1999, or such time on that day 
as may be specified by the Majority Leader 
or his designee in the motion to recess or ad-
journ, or until noon on the second day after 
Members are notified to reassemble pursuant 
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution, 
whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, acting jointly 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House and the Minority Leader of the 
Senate, shall notify the Members of the 
House and the Senate, respectively, to reas-
semble whenever, in their opinion, the public 
interest shall warrant it. 

f 

STENNIS TECHNOLOGY HELPS 
FARMERS AND ENVIRONMENT 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I call my 
colleagues’ attention to a recent Asso-
ciated Press article on the Gulf of Mex-
ico ‘‘Dead Zone’’, a large area that suf-
fers from hypoxia, a lack of oxygen in 
the water. The article states that re-
searchers attending the national meet-
ing of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science say that fer-
tilizer runoff, which is rich in nitrogen, 
into the Mississippi River may con-
tribute to this oxygen deprivation. 

Now, I do not know the extent to 
which this may be true. However, I am 
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